DR CONGO

EBOLA IN MONGBWALU AND RWAMPARA:
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL TRENDS, COMMUNITY
PERCEPTIONS AND CHALLENGES TO
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT IN THE RESPONSE




DRCONGO ——

« The public health situation linked to the Ebola outbreak, declared on 15 May 2026, continues
to deteriorate. Between 6 and 13 June 2026, the number of confirmed cases increased by
51.8%, from 515 to 782. However, 18 recoveries were recorded over the same period.

 lturi remains the epicentre of the outbreak, with 717 confirmed cases, compared with 62 in
North Kivu and 3 in South Kivu. Between 6 and 13 June, the outbreak spread to several new
health zones in lturi — Tchomia, Kambala and Nia-Nia — and in North Kivu — Qicha,
Masereka, Vuhovi and Mabalako. In total, 31 health zones are now affected: 20 in Ituri, 10 in
North Kivu and 1 in South Kivu.

« Since 5 June, no new confirmed Ebola cases have been reported in Uganda. The cumulative
number of cases therefore remains stable at 19 confirmed cases, including 14 imported from
the DRC and 5 resulting from secondary transmission within Uganda.

o The resumption of commercial flights to and from Bunia, announced on 2 June, was short-
lived. On 6 June, the authorities again suspended commercial air traffic as part of Ebola
control measures, limiting prospects for improved logistical access and further complicating
the movement of humanitarian actors, despite the continuation of humanitarian flights and
response operations.

o However, the effectiveness of response interventions remains constrained by persistent
insecurity, access challenges, misinformation and community resistance. The resurgence of
ADF attacks in Beni and Mambasa increases the risk of further displacement in affected
areas, while the incident targeting health workers in Mongbwalu* illustrates the persistence of
tensions and challenges around community acceptance.

» Restrictions at key crossing points between the DRC, Rwanda and Uganda remain in place
and continue to affect population movements and humanitarian operations. Similarly, several
countries continue to maintain strengthened health screening measures for travellers arriving

from, or having recently stayed in, the DRC, Uganda or South Sudan.

*On the night of 24-25 May 2026, several relatives of a person who had died from Ebola, accompanied by groups of young people, attempted to retrieve
the body from Mongbwalu General Referral Hospital and take it home. Security forces protecting the hospital intervened, triggering heightened tensions

around the facility.


















