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In April 2026, population movements in eastern DRC continued to be heavily influenced by the deterioration
of the security environment as well as by localized climate shocks. The provinces of North Kivu and South Kivu
accounted for the majority of observed displacements, mainly due to persistent clashes between the M23, the
FARDC, and Wazalendo groups across several territories. Most displaced populations moved toward nearby
localities considered relatively safer, where they were primarily hosted by already vulnerable host families.

In the provinces of Ituri and Tanganyika, displacement was also driven by the activities of armed groups,
attacks against civilians, and natural disasters. Military operations in Djugu, ADF attacks in Irumu, and
armed violence in Manono triggered new population movements, while flooding in Kabalo and incidents in
displacement sites in Kalemie worsened the vulnerability of affected households.

Alongside new displacements, limited return movements were observed in certain localities of South Kivu,
particularly in Walungu, Mwenga, and Uvira. However, these returns remain fragile and appear to be driven
more by deteriorating living conditions in displacement areas and a relative perception of improved security
than by any lasting stabilization of the areas of origin.

By the end of the month, 31 displacement alerts had been reported. However, according to OCHA's EH Tool,
none had yet undergone a detailed humanitarian needs assessment.

At the end of the month, 36 displacement alerts were reported. However, none had yet been subject to a
detailed assessment of humanitarian needs, according to OCHA's EH Tool.

Figure 1. Number of displaced households by province of
destination January[I[/000[12026.

Map 1. Displacement hotspots in eastern DRC, January to April 2026.
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displaced households by
destination territory in lturi
province.

Clashes between the FARDC and the CRP militia allied with the Zaire armed group in the Fataki health
zone led to the displacement of 10,924 households toward the health zones of logo (5,324

households), and Linga (5,600 households)
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Map 2. Population movement in Djugu territory, April 2026.

Irumu territory

ADF attacks against civilians in the locality of Belu (Boga health zone) led to the displacement of 2,200

households. These households moved toward the locality of Bwakadi within the Boga health zone.
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Map 3. Population movement in Irumu territory, April 2026.
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Lubero territory
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A total of 8,985 households were displaced to the Kayna and Alimbongo health zones in the territory of .
Lubero. These newly displaced populations were fleeing clashes between the M23 and VDP/Wazalendo Walikale
groups supported by the FARDC in the groupements of Musindi and Lwenge (in Lubero territory), as well as 25#rge
lkobo (in the Wanianga sector, Walikale territory). According to OCHA, these displaced families are being
hosted by foster families.
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Map 5. Population
movement in Massi and
Rutshuru territories, April
2026.
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Map 4. Population movement in Lubero territoriy, April 2026. Walika le territo ry

Walikale Territory recorded the displacement of approximately 8,307 households in April, including 4,159
Masisi territory households hosted in the ltebero health zone and 4,148 households in the Pinga health zone.

These movements are explained, on the one hand, by clashes between M23 and Wazalendo/FARDC in the

In April, approximately 13,952 households were displaced in Masisi Territory, mainly within the Masisi health Zirhalo groupement in Kalehe Territory, and on the other hand, by fighting between Wazalendo and M23 in
zone. These displacements followed clashes between the VDP and M23 in the Ufamandu 1 and Ufamandu the Bapfuna and Bashali Mokoto groupements in Masisi Territory.

2 groupings. These households moved to the localities of Nyabiondo, Ngungu Center, Ruzirantaka, and
Kasake within the Masisi health zone.

Rutshuru territory

In Rutshuru Territory, approximately 2,565 displaced households were recorded in the Kibirizi health zone
during the month of April. These displacements are mainly linked to clashes between M23 and Wazalendo
groups in the southern part of the Kibirizi health zone, as well as in the Birambizo health zone and in the
border areas between the territories of Rutshuru, Masisi, and Walikale, particularly along the Kalembe -
Minjenje—Mpety axis. These displaced people moved to the localities of Kibirizi Center and Mirangi.
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Map 6. Population movement in
Wialikale territory, April 2026.

Walungu territory

In April, a population movement estimated at 13,657 households was recorded in Walungu Territory. This
movement includes both new displacements and returns. New displacements account for 11,739 households
in the Mubumbano and Walungu health zones, while returns were observed in the Mubumbano health zone

(1,918 households).

The new displacements are directly linked to clashes between M23 and Wazalendo groups in the Muchinga
groupement, as well as in the localities of Karhembu (Ngweshe chiefdom) and Kasika (in the Mwenga health
zone).

The returns mainly involve households that had fled clashes between the FARDC and M23 since December
2025. These households come from the Muzinzi, Burhale, and Mubone groupements in the Mubumbano
health zone.

Walungu

Figure 4. Number of newly
displaced households by
destination territory in
South kivu province.
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Kalehe territory

Kalehe Territory recorded the displacement of approximately 15,510 households during the reporting period.
These displaced populations are mainly distributed across the Kalonge health zone (7,945 households), Kale-
he health zone (520 households), and Minova health zone (7,045 households).

These population movements are attributed to several security factors, including clashes between VDP/
Wazalendo forces, supported by the FARDC, and M23 elements in the localities of Tushunguti in the Ziralo
groupement, as well as in Buzi, in Kalehe Territory.

In addition, violence also occurred between two Wazalendo factions, the Rai Mutomboki Bakalureta and
Kichwa ya Imbwa groups, over control of an illegal toll barrier in the village of Kasheyi, in the Nindja chief-
dom, located about thirty kilometers from the Bisisi health center in the Kalonge health zone.
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Map 8. Population movement in Kalehe territory, April 2026.

Mwenga territory

In Mwenga Territory, a population movement estimated at 2,777 households was reported during the month
of March. This movement includes 1,097 newly displaced households to the Mwenga health zone, as well as
1,680 households that returned to the ltombwe health zone.

The new displacements are mainly attributed to clashes between M23 and Wazalendo groups in the Mukan-
gala groupement, in the Basile chiefdom.

The return movements, on the other hand, concern households that had fled their localities during the esca-
lation of fighting between M23 and FARDC forces that occurred in March 2026. These populations have
gradually returned to the villages of Mikenge, Kitasha, Ngezi, Bilalo II, Point Zéro, Tuwe Tuwe, and Bikyaka.

Monthly Displacement Report, April 2026

The returns are said to have been driven both by deteriorating living conditions in displacement areas and by
the reinforcement of FARDC presence from Kalemie in Tanganyika Province, which communities perceived as
a relative factor of improved security stabilization.

Uvira territory

In Uvira Territory, a population movement estimated at 10,119 households was reported in April. This includes
9,972 newly displaced households to the Hauts-Plateaux health zone, as well as 147 households that re-
turned to the ltombwe health zone.

The new displacements are mainly linked to the intensification of fighting between the FARDC and their allies
against armed groups Twirwaneho allied with M23, marked by the use of drones and artillery in the localities
of Mitamba, Gomgwa, Kanono, Rubarati, and Bugogoma (in the Hauts-Plateaux health zone).

The return movements mainly concern households that had fled their localities following clashes between
FARDC/Wazalendo and M23 /Twirwaneho armed groups in the villages of Kanguli, Nakiele, Kwangurube,
and Bilindi. These households have returned to the localities of Mikenge, Bilalombili, Ngezi, Rusanguko, Tuwe
Tuwe, and Kitasha.
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Map 9. Population movement in Mwenga and Uvira territories, April 2026.
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