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In January 2026, a total of 218,933 displaced households were recorded in eastern Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC), a decrease of 4% compared to the previous month. The province of North Kivu was the most
affected in terms of population movements, with 91,023 displaced households, followed by South Kivu with
87,247 households, Maniema with 21,079 households, Ituri with 12,834 households, and Tanganyika with
6,750 households.

The general trend shows a notable decrease in displacement in Tanganyika (-61%), South Kivu (-48%), and
lturi (-37%) compared to the previous month, while a significant increase is observed in Maniema (532%)
and North Kivu (375%).

The territories of Masisi, Rutshuru, Lubero (North Kivu), Uvira, and Fizi (South Kivu) account for the largest
number of displaced households (more than 50,000 households) that have moved and/or returned between
October 2025 and January 2026. These displacement dynamics are mainly linked to the M23 crisis in North
and South Kivu.

In January, return movements accounted for 11% (25,124 households) of the total displaced population,
particularly in Fizi (12,280 households), Mahagi (11,016 households), Uvira (3,700 households), Walungu
(2,714 households), Djugu (1,458 households), and Rutshuru (772 households). These returns were facilitated
by localized security lulls in certain areas of origin, a significant reduction in humanitarian assistance in
displacement sites due to declining funding, and deteriorating living conditions in host areas. They were also
facilitated by the proximity of the areas of return and by community and family dynamics, in a context where
the perception of a relative improvement in security encouraged some households to return to their places
of origin despite the persistence of security risks in several areas. The humanitarian needs of populations
returning to their places of origin are immense. Returnees also remain highly exposed to protection risks,
including gender-based violence (GBV), forced recruitment, land expropriation, and exposure to improvised
explosive devices (IEDs).

Eastern DRC has experienced sustained population displacement, mainly fueled by intensified clashes

involving the M23, the FARDC and their allies, as well as persistent activism by other armed groups, particularly

in lturi. The provinces of North Kivu and South Kivu were the most affected, with significant displacement in

the territories of Rutshuru, Masisi, Walikale, Mwenga, Walungu, Uvira, and Fizi, accompanied by localized

returns facilitated by temporary lulls in security and the deterioration of living conditions in host areas. In lturi,
violence involving the CRP/Zaire
militia and the ADF continued
to fuel displacement and fragile
returns.

Figure 1. Number of
displaced households by
province of destination
from October to
January 2026.

At the end of the month, 36 displacement alerts were reported. However, none had yet been subject to a
detailed assessment of humanitarian needs, according to OCHA's EH Tool.

Map 1. Displacement hotspots in eastern DRC, October to January 2026.
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A total of 11,016 households have been affected by population movements in the Kambala and Angumu Map 2. Population movement in Mahagi and Diugu territories, January 2026.
health zones. Of these, 7,416 households are newly displaced, while 3,600 households are returnees from

the Logo health zone.

The recent displacements are mainly linked to intense clashes between the FARDC and CRP/Zaire militias in Mambasa territory

the Fataki health zone.

Persistent insecurity linked to ADF activism, including attacks on civilians and ambushes targeting the FARDC
in the Lolwa health zone, has led to the displacement of approximately 360 households. These households
have moved to Bandibwame, Masiliko, Babungbwe, Mabukuku, and Mambasa Center, all within the Lolwa
health zone.

The returnees are households that had fled recurrent attacks by CODECO in the Logo health zone. These
families are gradually returning to their villages, due to the combined effect of a significant reduction in
multisectoral assistance for displaced persons living in sites as a result of declining funding, and a relative lull
in the areas of origin linked to a gradual improvement in security conditions. However, CODECO elements

continue to control a large part of the areas of return. A [~
o
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Figure 3. Number of newly
displaced households by
destination territory in

Lubero Masisi Rutshuru Walikale . .
North Kivu province.

December m January

Walikale territory

In January, approximately 3,478 households were displaced in Walikale territory. These movements are
mainly attributed to clashes between the M23 and the VDP in the health zones of Pinga and Kibua (Walikale
territory), as well as in the health zone of Mweso (Masisi territory).

They are also linked to a landslide in Kashebere, in the Kibua health zone.
Masisi territory

A total of 9,127 households have been displaced in the Mweso health zones. These newly displaced
populations are fleeing ongoing clashes between the M23, VDP, and Wazalendo in the Bashali Mokoto
group. Other households come from the Bwito chiefdom in Rutshutu territory.

In addition, a landslide at the Rubaya coltan mine killed 200 people and left at least 100 missing'.

1 EHtools, alerte du 29 janvier 2026
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ADF attacks against M23 civilians in villages and towns in Katanga, Biambwe, and Kasenye (in Lubero
territory) have caused 6,736 households to flee to Aloya, Malese, Lubena, and Metale (in the Mabalako

health zone).
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https://ehtools.org/alert-view/6292

Rutshuru territory

A total of 19,682 households have been affected by population movements in the health zones of Kibirizi
(18,910 households) and Rutshuru (772 households). Of these, 18,910 households are newly displaced,
while 772 households are returnees from the village of Nyarubande, located in the Kibirizi health zone.

The recent displacements are mainly linked to the continuing insecurity in the Binza health zone, which is
currently marked by military operations between the M23 and the VDP and FDLR, as well as fighting between

the M23 and the VDP in the Kisimba and lkobo groups in Walikale territory.

The returnees are households that had fled fighting between the M23 and the VDP in the Kibirizi health zone.

These families are gradually returning to their villages thanks to a relative lull in the center of Nyanzale. 1908121007
Figure 4. Number of newly
770 displaced households by
destination territory in

South Kivu province.
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Mwenga territory

The Mwenga territory recorded the displacement of approximately 23,510 households in January, including
9,750 households in the Mwenga health zone and 13,760 households in the ltombwe health zone.

These displacements were caused, on the one hand, by clashes between the M23 and the Wazalendo/
FARDC in the Lwindi chiefdom and, on the other hand, by fighting between the Wazalendo and the Gumino
Twirwaneho in the villages of Mikenge, Bilalo Mbili, Tuwetuwe, and Ngezi, located in the ltombwe health
zone.

Map 8. Population movement in Mwenga territory, Jan 2026.

Uvira territory

A total of 21,320 households have been affected by population movements in the health zones of Uvirq, Le-
mera, and Ruzizi. Of these, 17,620 households are newly displaced, while 3,700 households are returnees
from Luberizi, Runingy, Kiliba, and Uvira.

The recent displacements are mainly linked to clashes between the FARDC and their Wazalendo allies against
the M23 in the Kalungwe and Lemera groupings in Uvira territory.

The returnees are households that have fled the fighting between the FARDC, their allies, and elements asso-
ciated with the M23 and the VDP in the Ruzizi health zone (Uvira) health zone. These families are returning to
the town of Luvungi and the villages of Lubarika, Kagaragara, and Katogota (Lemera health zone) due to the
difficult living conditions in the reception areas.

Map 9. Population movement in
Uvira territory, Jan 2026.

Fizi territory

In the Fizi territory, an estimated 20,640 households were reported to have been displaced in January. This
includes new displacements to the Nundu health zone (8,360 households) as well as returns to the same zone

(12,280 households).

The new displacements are mainly linked to clashes between the Gumino Twirwaneho and the Mai-Mai
groups of the Ebwela faction, supported by the FARDC, in the villages of Point Zero, Bilende, Bikyaka, and
Kanguli, located in the Basimukindje | group (Mwenga territory, ltombwe sector).

The returnees are mainly households that had fled their localities following the M23 advance towards Fizi
territory in December 2025. Back in the Babungwe Nord group, most of these households are finding refuge
with host families, as their homes were destroyed or looted during the violence.
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