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Displacement trends, December 2025

• There was a 117.3% increase in the number of displaced households in December 2025 compared to the previous month,
according to alerts reported during the month, bringing the total number of displaced households in the five eastern provinces
of the DRC to 228,100. South Kivu recorded 167,962 displaced households, followed by Ituri with 20,345 households, North
Kivu with 19,163 households, Tanganyika with 17,294 households, and Maniema with 3,336 households.

• In December, 4.7% of the movements observed, or 10,773 households, corresponded to returns to their places of origin,
mainly in the territories of Djugu, Walungu, and Kalemie.

• Armed tensions persist in areas under M23 control, marked by recurrent clashes, particularly in the territories of Rutshuru,
Masisi, Walikale, and Lubero. Furthermore, the M23’s expansion into South Kivu, through its offensive towards Uvira, continues 
to cause new population movements.

• South Kivu province has been the most severely affected by displacement, with the territories of Kabare, Kalehe, Walungu,
Uvira, and  Fizi heavily impacted by fighting between the M23 and the FARDC allied with Wazalendo. These clashes, combined 
with air strikes and the expansion of the M23 into new areas, have caused massive displacement of civilians, particularly in
the health zones of Katana, Kalehe, Minova, Kaniola, Nyangezi, Ruzizi, Lemera, Uvira, and Fizi.  Although a relative lull has
allowed some households to return to Walungu territory, the overall trend remains dominated by recent displacement and high
security instability.

• In December 2025, the trend of displacement in North Kivu remained worrying, marked by persistent armed violence. The
territories of Lubero and Rutshuru were particularly affected, due to repeated attacks by the ADF against civilians and clashes
between the M23 and the VDP allied with the FARDC. This insecurity, exacerbated by threats and abuses of protection as well
as instability on the main roads, continued to restrict the freedom of movement of the population and complicate humanitarian
access in the province.

• In Ituri, displacement patterns were marked by high population mobility, mainly in the territory of Djugu, in connection with
FARDC operations against the armed group CRP/Zaïre. At the same time, return movements were observed in certain areas,
encouraged by the reinforced presence of the FARDC and a gradual improvement in the security situation. This dynamic
reflects a still unstable context, alternating between forced displacement and sporadic returns depending on the evolution of
the clashes.

• In Tanganyika, population movements were marked by a significant influx of displaced persons into the Kalemie territory,
mainly from the Uvira and Fizi territories, following the advance of the M23 and the capture of Uvira. At the same time, gradual 
returns were recorded in the Nyemba health zone, involving households previously displaced by inter-community conflicts
between Bantu and Twa groups.

• In Maniema province, the displacement trend was marked by new population movements in Lubutu territory following clashes
between the Wazalendo and the FARDC.
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Overview of displacement 

In December 2025, a total of 228,100 displaced households were recorded in eastern Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC), an increase of 117.3% compared to the previous month. South Kivu province was the most 
affected in terms of population movements, with 167,962 displaced households, followed by Ituri with 20,345 
households, North Kivu with 19,163 households, Tanganyika with 17,294 households, and Maniema with 
3,336 households. 

The general trend shows a notable increase in displacement in Ituri (914%), South Kivu (433%), and Tanganyika 
(56%) compared to the previous month, while a significant decrease is observed in North Kivu (-65%) and 
Maniema (-32%). 

The territories of Masisi, Rutshuru, Lubero (North Kivu), Uvira, and Fizi (South Kivu) have the highest number 
of displaced households (more than 50,000 households) that moved and/or returned between August and 
November 2025. These displacement dynamics are mainly linked to the M23 crisis in North and South Kivu.  

In December, return movements accounted for 4.7% (10,773 households) of the total displaced population, 
particularly in Walungu (5,200 households), Djugu (3,973 households), and Kalemie (1,600 households). 
These returns were mainly facilitated by a relative lull in the conflict, marked by the strengthening of the FARDC 
presence in the Lita and Nizi health zones. The gradual consolidation of the security situation has thus enabled 
these households to return to their villages of origin. In addition, the capture of the town of Uvira and the shift 
of the front line to the south of the town have contributed to the return of populations to the Kaziba health 
zone. The humanitarian needs of the populations returning to their places of origin are immense. Returnees 
also remain highly exposed to protection risks, including gender-based violence (GBV), forced recruitment, 
land expropriation, and exposure to improvised explosive devices (IEDs).    

The province of South Kivu has seen a marked increase in population displacement, mainly linked to the M23 
offensive towards Uvira and clashes between the M23 and the FARDC, supported by the VDP and other local 
armed groups. The territories of Kalehe, Kabare, Walungu, Uvira, and Fizi were particularly affected, with 
massive internal displacement, blockages of strategic routes, and sporadic returns observed in certain areas 
as the front line shifted. The M23 offensive on the RN5 and the capture of Uvira also caused a significant 
influx of people into neighboring countries, particularly Burundi and Tanzania, accentuating the regional 
dimension of the humanitarian crisis. 

At the end of the month, 18 
displacement alerts were 
reported. However, none of 
these had yet been subject 
to a detailed assessment 
of humanitarian needs, 
according to OCHA’s EH 
Tool.

Figure 1. Number of 
displaced households by 
province of destination 
from September to 
December 2025.  

Map 1. Displacement hotspots in eastern DRC, September  to December 2025.   



Monthly Displacement Report, December 2025

76

Monthly Displacement Report, December 2025

North Kivu Province 

Lubero territory

Approximately 14,200 households have been displaced to the Butembo health zone in Lubero territory. 
These displacements are linked to repeated ADF attacks against civilians in the Manguredjipa health zone 

in the Bapere sector.

Ituri province

Djugu territory

A total of 20,345 households have been displaced to the health zones of Nizi, Damas, and Fataki in Djugu 
territory. Of these, 16,372 households are newly displaced, while 3,973 households are returnees from the 
Nizi and Lita health zones and also to Irumu territory, particularly to the city of Bunia. 

The recent displacements are the result of FARDC operations against the CRP/Zaire armed group in the 
Dhego, Dz’dzanyo, Ngle (in the Bahema Badjere chiefdom) and Mandje (in the Mambisa chiefdom) 
groupings.   

The returnees are households that fled, on the one hand, FARDC military operations against the CRP/Zaire 
in the Nizi and Lita health zones and, on the other hand, CODECO attacks in the Hema villages in the Loga 
(Walendu Tatsi) and Lossa-Ndrema (Bahema Nord) groupings. The presence of the FARDC in the Lita and 
Nizi health zones and the gradual consolidation of security have enabled these households to return to their 
villages of origin.

Figure 2. Number of newly 
displaced households by 
destination territory in Ituri 
province.  

Map 2. Population 
movement in Djugu 
territory, Dec 2025. 

Figure 3. Number 
of newly displaced 
households by destination 
territory in North Kivu 
province.  

Map 3. Population movement in Lubero territory, Dec 2025. 
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Rutshuru territory

In December, approximately 4,963 households were displaced in the Kibirizi and Rutshuru health zones in 
Rutshuru territory. These movements are directly linked to clashes between the M23 and the VDP in Kashalira, 
Katsiru, and Ihula (in the Kibirizi health zone), as well as threats of eviction, violence, and protection abuses 
perpetrated by armed actors in several villages in the Pinga health zone in Walikale territory.   

Furthermore, in Rutshuru territory, pressure from the M23 remains high, with clashes initiated by this group, 
mainly against the CMC and the FDLR. This dynamic fuels chronic insecurity along strategic routes, particularly 
the RN2 and the Nyanzale–Bambo route, permanently compromising the freedom of movement of civilian 
populations and humanitarian access.

Map 4. Population movement in 
Rutshuru territory, Dec 2025. 

South Kivu Province 

Kalehe territory

In December, approximately 10,919 households were displaced in Kalehe territory, mainly in the health 
zones of Minova (7,319 households) and Kalehe (3,600 households). These displacements followed clashes 
between the VDP and M23 in the highlands of Minova (Ziralo health zone), along the Katasomwa–Ram-
ba and Bushaku–Chambombo roads (Bunyakiri health zone), and around several localities in the Mubuku 
group, in the Kalehe health zone.  

In this context, the security situation remained volatile, marked by fighting between the M23 and the FARDC, 
supported by local armed groups, particularly in the highlands of Ziralo and Mubuku, leading to the tempo-
rary closure of the RN3. However, a relative de-escalation observed at the end of the month has encouraged 
the opening of community discussions with a view to the gradual reopening of traffic routes.

Kabare territory

A total of 8,380 households have been displaced in Kabare territory, mainly within the Katana health zone. 
These newly displaced populations are fleeing clashes between the M23 and the VDP in the Irhambi Katana 
and Bugorhe groupings. 

According to OCHA, the displaced persons are being housed with host families and in spontaneous settle-
ments (schools and churches).

Figure 4. Number 
of newly displaced 
households by destination 
territory in South Kivu 
province.  
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Walungu territory

In Walungu territory, an estimated 19,081 households were displaced in December. This includes 13,881 
newly displaced households in the Walungu, Kaniola, and Nyangezi health zones and 5,200 households 
that returned to the Kaziba health zone. 

The new displacements are directly linked to clashes between the M23 and the FARDC, supported by the 
VDP, in the Kaziba, Nindja, and Ngweshe chiefdoms. 

The return movements concern households that fled the fighting between M23 and FARDC in the Kaziba 
health zone. These households returned after the capture of the town of Uvira and the movement of the front 
line south of the town of Uvira.

Map 5. Population movement in 

Kalehe and Kabare territories, Dec 

2025. 

Uvira territory

In the Uvira territory, an estimated 76,443 households were displaced in December. These displaced 
households arrived in the health zones of Uvira, Lemera, and Ruzizi. 

These displacements are directly linked to the M23’s rapid offensive on the RN5 (Katogota–Uvira axis), taking 
control of Uvira and its surroundings and demonstrating a strong capacity for projection and maneuver, 
despite ongoing diplomatic initiatives. 

Furthermore, this M23 offensive towards Uvira also caused a massive influx of displaced persons into Burundi, 
with an estimated 101,448 displaced persons arriving at the entry points of Gatumba, Vugizo, Buganda, 
Rumonge, Magara, and Kaburantwa.

Map 6. Population movement in Walungu territory, Dec 2025. 
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Fizi territory

A total of 53,140 households have been affected by population movements in the Fizi health zone. These 
displacements are mainly the result of clashes between the FARDC, supported by Wazalendo groups, and 
M23 elements allied with Gumino Twirwaneho in the health zones of Mwenga, Uvira, and Fizi. In addition, 
fears of an M23 advance towards Baraka led to a massive influx of displaced populations, as well as host 
communities, to Burundi, Tanzania, and the Ubwari Peninsula.

Maniema Province 

Figure 5. Number 
of newly displaced 
households by destination 
territory in Maniema 
province.  

Map 7. Population movement 

in Uvira territory, Dec 2025. 

Map 8. Population movement 

in Fizi territory, Dec 2025. 



https://ehtools.org/alert-view/6221
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