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Displacement trends, November 2025

• 55% decrease in the number of displaced households was recorded in November 2025 compared to the previous month,
based on alerts reported during the month, representing a total of 90,141 displaced households across the five eastern
provinces of the DRC. North Kivu recorded 42,232 displaced households, followed by South Kivu with 31,512 households,
Tanganyika with 9,507 households, Maniema with 4,884 households, and Ituri with 2,006 households.

• In November, 15.7% of observed movements equivalent to 14,163 households corresponded to returns to areas of origin,
mainly in the territories of Djugu, Lubero, Rutshuru, Mwenga, Fizi, Manono, and Moba.

• Armed tensions continue to persist in areas under M23 control, with ongoing clashes notably in Rutshuru, Masisi, Walikale,
Lubero, and in South Kivu, which continue to trigger new population movements.

• North Kivu remains the most affected province, with the territories of Walikale, Masisi, Rutshuru, and Lubero heavily impacted
by fighting between the M23 and the FARDC allied with the Wazalendo. These clashes, combined with airstrikes and the
expansion of the M23 into new areas, have caused large-scale civilian displacement, particularly in the health zones of
Bambo, Kibirizi, Pinga, Kibua, Itebero, Mweso, Kirotshe, Mabalako, Kayna, and Musienene. Although a relative lull has
enabled some households to return in Lubero and Rutshuru, the overall trend remains dominated by recent displacements and
high security volatility.

• In November 2025, South Kivu recorded significant population movements, mainly driven by armed clashes and, to a lesser
extent, climatic hazards. The territories of Kalehe and Kabare account for most new displacements, particularly around Minova 
and Katana. Mwenga and Fizi show a mixed dynamic, combining new displacements with gradual returns, while movements
in Shabunda remain more limited but persistent. Overall, displacement trends remain unstable and highly dependent on the
evolution of the security situation.

• In Ituri, the trend has been characterized more by returns than by new displacement. Population returns were observed in the
Nizi health zone (Djugu), driven by improved security conditions, the return of local authorities, and the partial resumption of
school activities.

• In Tanganyika, population movements reflect a mixed dynamic of new displacements and returns. Armed clashes and attacks
by armed groups have caused displacement, while improved security conditions have facilitated gradual returns in some
areas. In addition, climatic shocks, particularly flooding, have also contributed to population movements.

• In Maniema Province, displacement is linked to both security and climatic factors. In Kabambare Territory, displacement was
triggered by fears of escalating violence related to a customary conflict. In Kindu and Kailo Territory, severe weather events led 
to displacement and significant losses. Affected households have mainly sought refuge with host families.
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Overview of displacement 

In November 2025, a total of 90,141 displaced households were recorded in eastern Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC), representing a 55% increase compared to the previous month. North Kivu was the most 
affected province in terms of population movements, with 42,232 displaced households, followed by South 
Kivu with 31,512 households, Tanganyika with 9,507 households, Maniema with 4,884 households, and Ituri 
with 2,006 households. 

Overall trends show a notable decrease in displacement in Ituri (-96%), North Kivu (-64%), and Maniema 
(-32%) compared to the previous month, while a significant increase was observed in Tanganyika (+103%) 
and South Kivu (+34.4%). 

The territories of Masisi, Rutshuru, Lubero, and Walikale (North Kivu) account for the largest number of 
displaced households (over 50,000 households) that experienced displacement and/or return movements 
between August and November 2025. These dynamics are primarily linked to the M23 crisis in North Kivu. 

In November, return movements accounted for 15.7% of all displaced populations (14,163 households), 
notably in Fizi (3,375 households), Manono (2,089), Moba (2,012), Djugu (2,006), Mwenga (1,835), 
Lubero (1,619), and Rutshuru (1,227). These returns were mainly facilitated by a relative lull observed in the 
health zones of Nizi, Kayna, Bambo, Itombwe, Kimbi Lulenge, Manono, and Kansimba. Humanitarian needs 
among returnees remain immense, and returnees continue to face high protection risks, including gender-
based violence (GBV), forced recruitment, land expropriation, and exposure to improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs). 

In South Kivu, significant population movements were recorded, mainly driven by a resurgence of armed 
clashes and localized climatic shocks. The territories of Kalehe and Kabare concentrated the majority of 
new displacements, particularly around Minova and Katana, following fighting involving the M23, VDP, and 
Wazalendo. In Mwenga and Fizi, the situation was characterized by a mixed dynamic of new displacements 
and returns, reflecting persistent insecurity interspersed with local lulls. Observed return movements were 
largely motivated by the deterioration of living conditions in displacement areas. In Shabunda, localized 
clashes also triggered new displacements toward the Mulungu health zone. 

By the end of the month, 37 displacement alerts had been reported. However, none had yet undergone a 
detailed humanitarian needs assessment, according to OCHA’s EH Tool.

Figure 1. Number of 
displaced households by 
province of destination 
from August to 
November  2025.  

Map 1. Displacement hotspots in eastern DRC, August  to November 2025.   
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North Kivu Province 

Walikale territory

A total of 3,234 households were displaced within the Pinga, Itebero, and Kibua health zones. These 
movements are mainly linked to the M23 crisis, marked by several clashes between the M23 and VDP allied 
with the FARDC. Fighting was notably reported in Masisi Territory (Ngululu, Mulema, Ngomashi, and the 
Bashali Mpkoto groupement), as well as in Kalehe (Ziralo, Mubuku, Kalonge) and Shabunda, triggering 

population displacements.

Ituri province

Djugu territory

In November, an estimated 2,006 households returned to the Nizi health zone in Djugu Territory. These 
returnees came from the Téléga and Katsu IDP sites, as well as from the localities of Muhito, Katoto, and the 
town of Bunia. This return movement was mainly driven by improved security conditions, the return of village 
leaders, and the partial resumption of school activities in the area.

Figure 2. Number of newly 
displaced households by 
destination territory in Ituri 
province.  

Map 2. Population movement in Djugu territoriy, Nov 2025. 

Figure 3. Number 
of newly displaced 
households by destination 
territory in North Kivu 
province.  

Map 3. Population movement in walikale territoriy, Nov 2025. 
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Beni territory

Approximately 6,243 households were displaced to the Mabalako health zone in Beni Territory. These 
movements are linked to ADF attacks against civilians in the Manguredjipa health zone, located in the Bapere 
sector (Lubero Territory).

Lubero territory

A total of 13,809 households were displaced to the Kayna (2,228 households) and Musienene (11,581 
households) health zones. Of these, 12,190 households are newly displaced, while 1,619 households are 
returnees coming from the Bwito chiefdom (Rutshuru Territory). 

The new displacements followed clashes between the M23 and the Wazalendo in the Bwito chiefdom 
(Rutshuru Territory), as well as ADF attacks against civilians in neighborhoods and villages of the Manguredjipa 
agglomeration (Bapere sector, Lubero Territory) and in Lwemba, Idohu, and Mungamba (in Irumu Territory, 
Ituri Province).   The return movements concern households that had fled fighting between the M23 and the 
Wazalendo in the Bwito chiefdom (Rutshuru Territory) and are mainly driven by a relative lull in security 
conditions observed in the Kayna health zone. 

Furthermore, the ADF have expanded their operations against civilians beyond the Bapere sector (Lubero 
Territory), now also targeting the Baswagha chiefdom, still in Lubero Territory. This development raises 
concerns over potential new attacks against civilians in the Biena and Musienene

Masisi territory

In November, a new wave of 14,520 displaced households arrived in the Mweso health zone (4,800 house-
holds) and Katoyi health zone (9,720 households) in Masisi Territory. These populations are fleeing clashes 
between the M23 and the Wazalendo in the Bashali Mokoto and Bahunde chiefdoms (Ufamandu groupe-
ment) in Masisi Territory, as well as in the Bwito chiefdom in Rutshuru Territory. 

In addition, heavy rainfall recorded on 10 November in Rubaya and Bihambwe, within the Katoyi health 
zone, triggered landslides that resulted in loss of life. These incidents also caused the destruction of approxi-
mately 50 houses and nearly six hectares of cultivated land. 

At the same time, the security situation remains unstable in the Bashali Mokoto, Bapfuna, and Nyamaboko 
1 groupements in Masisi Territory, due to the persistence of sporadic clashes between the M23 and armed 
groups allied with the FARDC.

Map 5. Population 
movement in Lubero 
teritorry, Nov 2025.

Map 4. Population movement in Beni territoriy, Nov 2025. 
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Rutshuru territory

A total of 4,426 households were affected by population movements in the Bambo and Kibirizi health zones. 
Of these, 3,119 households are newly displaced, while 1,227 households correspond to returns from the 
villages of Bundase and Rushashe, located in the Bambo health zone. 

The new displacements are mainly linked to the continued clashes between M23 elements and the Wazalendo 
in the Mutanda groupement (Rutshuru Territory) and Kisimba groupement (Walikale Territory). 

Return movements involve households that had previously fled fighting between the M23 and VDP in Bundase 
and Rushashe. These families are returning to their areas of origin due to a relative improvement in the security 
situation, despite the area remaining under M23 control, and as a result of the precarious living conditions in 
displacement areas.

South Kivu Province 

Map 7. Population movement in 
Rutshuru territory, Nov 2025. 

Map 6. Population movement in Masisi territory, Nov 2025. 

Figure 4. Number 
of newly displaced 
households by destination 
territory in North Kivu 
province.  
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Kalehe territory

In November, approximately 10,538 households were displaced in Kalehe Territory, mainly within the 
Minova health zone. These displacements followed clashes between the VDP and the M23 in the Minova 
highlands (Lumbishi, Katale, Chambombo, Mpanama, Mutale, and Ziralo), as well as heavy rainfall in the 
Mbinga Nord groupement and the village of Mukwija, which caused significant material damage and loss 
of life.

Kabare territory

In November, Kabare Territory recorded the displacement of approximately 8,164 households within the 
Katana health zone. These movements followed clashes between the Wazalendo and the M23 in Mbayu, 
Tchivanga/Kafurumai, Mulangala, Kabulungu, Maziba, Kamusihe, and Tchibati between 23 October and 
13 November.

Mwenga territory

In Mwenga Territory, population movements affecting an estimated 4,475 households were recorded in 
November. This includes 2,640 newly displaced households in the Mwana health zone and 1,835 returnee 
households in the Itombwe health zone. 

The new displacements are directly linked to clashes between the M23 and the FARDC supported by the 
VDP in the villages of Mudubwe, Kilungutwe, Burhinyi, Kitwabaluzi, Tcheshero, and Mulanga in Mwenga 
Territory. 

Map 8. Population movement in Kalehe and Kabare territories, Nov 2025. 

Return movements involve households that had previously taken refuge in the villages of Pungu, Abala, Kan-
guli, Nakiele, and Kilumbi, within the Nundu health zone, following clashes between the FARDC and their 
allies and Gumino/Twirwaneho. These returns are mainly driven by the deterioration of living conditions in 
displacement areas. Most returnee households have resettled in Point Zéro village, in the Itombwe health 
zone.

Fizi territory

A total of 6,213 households were affected by population movements in the Nundu (2,837 households) and 
Kimbi Lulenge (3,375 households) health zones. Households recorded in the Nundu health zone are mainly 
newly displaced, while those in Kimbi Lulenge are predominantly returnees coming from Mayimoto, Bibizi, 
and Mayindombe (Fizi Territory), as well as Kabeya and Tchuki (Kabambare Territory, Maniema Province). 

Recent displacements are primarily linked to clashes between the FARDC, supported by Wazalendo groups, 
and Twirwaneho elements in the villages of Mikenge, Bichumbi, Mutunda, and Rusanguku, located in the 
Itombwe sector. 

Return movements involve households that had fled violence occurring on 25 and 26 October 2025 following 
clashes between two Wazalendo factions in Fizi and Kabambare territories. These families are gradually 
returning to their villages of origin due to a relative lull in security conditions observed in these areas.

Map 9. Population movement in Mwenga territory, Nov 2025
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