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Displacement trends, June 2025
• A 56.9% decrease in displaced households was recorded in June 2025 compared to the previous month, based on 

alerts reported during the month. A total of 55,081 households were displaced across the four eastern provinces 
of the DRC. North Kivu recorded 19,006 displaced households, followed by South Kivu with 15,125 households, 
Ituri with 12,391 households, and Maniema with 8,560 households. 

• A slight decrease in return movements was observed, with 18.6% of displaced households (10,248) re-
turning to their areas of origin, mainly in Djugu, Irumu, Mahagi, and Walikale. Instability persists in areas 
under M23 control, with armed clashes particularly in western Rutshuru territory and parts of South Kivu, 
continuing to trigger new population movements.. 

• North Kivu was the most affected by displacement, linked to the M23 crisis, highlighting persistent insta-
bility in M23-controlled areas. Return movements continue, particularly in the Kibua health zone. 

• In South Kivu, only new displacements were observed, with no returns, reflecting high instability. These dis-
placements were caused by clashes among Wazalendo, M23, and Gumino-Twirwaneho armed groups, 
often related to competition over mining sites, leadership crises, or security tensions. The majority of dis-
placed households took refuge with host families, increasing the vulnerability of local communities. 

• In Ituri, the current dynamics are characterized by both new displacements caused by attacks and clash-
es mainly involving the CODECO armed group, the CPR (Convention Populaire pour la Révolution) of 
Thomas Lubanga, and the Zaïre group, as well as returns facilitated by relative calm and the strengthening 
of FARDC security deployment, notably in Mahagi, Djugu, and Irumu territories. Despite these returns, the 
situation remains fragile, with a high risk of renewed and escalating intercommunal violence. 

• In Maniema, displacements are mainly due to abuses committed by Wazalendo against civilians in the 
Kailo and Kampene health zones. 

• No displacement was recorded in Tanganyika province during the period. 

Note: All visuals were produced by CAT-DRC, using data from OCHA displacement alerts (EH Tool). 
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Overview of displacement 

Approximately 55,081 displaced households were recorded in June 2025, representing a 56.9% decrease 
from the previous month. The trend shows significant decreases in displacement in North Kivu (-75%), Ituri 
(-39%), and South Kivu (-32%), although movements remain concentrated in specific territories. 

 Territories of Masisi, Rutshuru (North Kivu), Kalehe (South Kivu), and Djugu (Ituri) accounted for the highest 
number of displaced households (over 50,000) between March and June 2025, mainly driven by the M23 
crisis1. 

The M23 crisis forced 19,791 households to flee to Kalehe, Kabare, Walungu (South Kivu), Rutshuru, and 
Lubero (North Kivu). The security situation in Petit Nord-Kivu remains unstable, marked by clashes between 
M23 and FDLR/Nyatura CMC allied with FARDC, and troop build-ups on both sides along front lines in 
Masisi and Rutshuru territories. 

In June, return movements accounted for 18.6% (10,248 households), mainly in Djugu (5,990 households), 
Irumu (1,736), Mahagi (1,460), and Walikale (1,062). Returns were driven by factors such as relative calm 
after attacks by CODECO and Zaïre groups on the Fataki–Djaiba–Sanduku axis, difficult living conditions 
in displacement sites (Djugu), restored security in Chini ya Kilima (Irumu), strengthened FARDC presence in 
Angumu (Mahagi), and improved security in Kashebere (Walikale). Humanitarian needs among returnees 
remain immense, with continued exposure to protection risks, including gender-based violence, forced 
recruitment, land dispossession, and improvised explosive devices (IEDs). 

In Ituri, humanitarian conditions remain concerning, with risk of worsening. New displacements occurred in 
Djugu, linked to CODECO URDPC faction attacks on civilians in Linga health zone and Lopa groupement, 
as well as CPR-FARDC clashes in Malabo and Lopa (Nizi health zone). Returns were recorded in Mahagi, 
Irumu, and Djugu due to relative security. 

By the end of the month, 20 displacement alerts were reported, but none had been assessed for humanitarian 
needs (OCHA’s EH Tool).

1 The acronyms of the armed groups and their descriptions are provided at the end of the document.

Figure 1. Number of displaced households by province of destination from Marc to June 2025.  

Map 1. Displacement hotspots in eastern DRC, Marc to June 2025.   
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